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News and Information

Aiota’s COVID-19 Series: E-Learning Modules

The All India Occupational Therapists’ Association (AIOTA) 
has launched following Corona Virus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) e-learning: long & short modules, on medical 
and psycho-social issues being faced by the persons of all age 
groups, including those with dysfunctions and disabilities, 
during long stay in home, to prevent the spread of corona 
virus chain. We are confident that training modules prepared 
by learned expert faculties will be welcomed by all & will 
prove to be useful for professionals, masses and the caregivers.

A.	 Long Modules: (30-35 Minutes)

•	 Module 1

I.	 Occupational Therapy Intervention in COVID-19 
Training Module for Trainers 

	 Dr. Neeraj Mishra (New Delhi), Dr. Lakshmanan 
Sethuraman (Bengaluru), Dr. Jyothika N. Bijlani 
(Mumbai) and Dr. Anil K. Srivastava (Lucknow)

II.	 Safe Occupational Therapy Practice Guidelines during 
COVID Pandemic

	 Dr. Neeraj Mishra (New Delhi) & Dr. Raj Kumar Sharma, 
Ghaziabad (English)

•	 Module 2 

	 Psychosocial Management: Impact of COVID 19

	 Dr. Raviraj Shetty (Mumbai)

•	 Module 3

	 Tele-Rehabilitation: Occupational Therapy Perspective 
during COVID 19

	 Dr. Nishu Tyagi (Delhi) & Dr. Sheba Swarnarajam (Madurai)

B.	 Short Modules: In English & Hindi Languages (15-20 
Minutes)

•	 Handling, Self-Help and Safety Skills for Children with 
Special Needs during COVID-19

	 Dr. Shriharsh S. Jahagirdar (Mumbai)

•	 Relaxation Techniques and Stress Management during 
COVID-19

	 Dr. Shalini Quadros (Manipal) and narrated in Hindi by 
Dr. Raj Kumar Sharma (Ghaziabad)

•	 Care for Elderly and Managing Physical Health during 
COVID-19

	 Dr. Sebestina Dsouza (Manipal) and narrated in Hindi by 
Dr. Anupama Khanna (New Delhi)

•	 Ergonomics and Posture Management during Work 
From Home

	 Dr. Amol Sangekar (Mumbai) & narrated in Hindi by 
Dr. Neeraj Mishra (New Delhi).

Certification

Each course shall be followed by 5 MCQ’s to test the 
understanding. Anyone who scores above 80% will 
automatically get an achievement certificate. All the modules 
are free for everyone including professionals and general 
public. The modules which are already available on WFOT 
website www.wfot.org have also been sent to Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare, Government of India for taking 
decision for uploading the COVID-19 e-learning modules on 
the iGOT site. Till 6th July, 2020 total 427 participants has 
registered and successfully completed web series of COVID-19 
e-learning modules.

Visit the AIOTA website link http://aiota.org/education/
resourcepage to register and complete the COVID-19 
e-learning training modules. 

Role of Occupational Therapy Corona Warriors 
In Covid Care

The AIOTA is pleased to inform that in recent  development 
roles to be executed by the listed occupational therapists corona 
warriors, who have volunteered themselves for COVID-19 
care, from different states of the country (at sl. no. 31 in the 
list in the link) has been defined by the Ministry of Health & 
Family Welfare, Government of India.

(https://covidwarriors.gov.in/Covid_TrainingMatrix_Role.
aspx). 

Occupational therapist corona warriors have been entrusted 
upon the responsibilities to supervise and extend assistance 
in the following key areas of COVID-19 care and home 
quarantine:
1.	 Basics of COVID-19
2.	 Biomedical Waste Management
3.	 Clinical Management of COVID-19
4.	 Community Surveillance
5.	 Field Supervision & Home Quarantine
6.	 Hand Washing
7.	 Infection Prevention and Control
8.	 Infection Prevention through PPE
9.	 Management of COVID-19 Cases (SARI, ADRS & Septic 

Shock)
10.	 Management of Physical Health and Well-being during 

Quarantine
11.	 Psychological Care of Patients

Webinar on Smart Clinical Occupational 
Therapy Plan During COVID-19 Lock Down, 
Jamia Hamdard, New Delhi

Department of Rehabilitation Sciences, Jamia Hamdard, New 
Delhi in association with the AIOTA had organized a national 
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level webinar on “Smart Clinical Occupational Therapy (OT) 
Plan during COVID-19 Lockdown” on 13th June, 2020 aiming 
to create various platforms of e-learning, modes of instructions 
& ways of preparation to be carried out by the faculty as well 
as students for the presentation of tasks & activities assigned 
to them after every teaching session. 

Dr. Manju Chhugani, Dean, School of Nursing Sciences and 
Allied Health, Jamia Hamdard delivered welcome address 
and appreciated the effort of Department of Rehabilitation 
Sciences in organizing the smart education webinar during the 
Corona Pandemic; President, AIOTA Dr. Anil K. Srivastava, 
in his opening address highlighted the need for developing 
“The Smart Clinical OT Educational Plan during COVID-19 
Lockdown” by the Academic Council of Occupational Therapy 
(ACOT) for overcoming the clinical learning challenges & the 
loss of clinical learning hours in occupational therapy during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The resource person for the webinar: Dr. Jyothika N. Bijlani, 
Dean, ACOT emphasized that the e-learning program through 
the use of technology would prove to be an effective smart 
clinical educational tool, which not only supports the students 
& the faculty but also restores learning & fulfills the credit 
hours of clinical education as per the minimum standards 
of OT education. She further informed that the e-learning 
module is based on the various evidences from other fields of 
science & suggests novel way of clinical teaching guidelines 
for Bachelor’s & Master’s OT program in India for effective 
use of e-learning technology during the Lockdown period. The 
panelists for the webinar were: Dr. Sebestina Anita D’Souza 
(Manipal), Dr. Anurupa Senapati (Cuttack) and Dr. Ruchi 
Nagar (New Delhi). Prof. Ona P. Desai, Head, Department of 
Rehabilitation Sciences, Jamia Hamdard was the organizing 
convener of this exemplary academic event with registered 964 
delegates from more than 30 universities in India. Participants 
from different countries like USA, UK, South Africa, Qatar, 
and Malaysia had also registered themselves for the webinar. 
The webinar was hosted both on the Google Meet platform 
and was also streamed live on YouTube.

E-Conference on “Interdisciplinary Approach of 
Occupational Therapy in COVID-19”, Ahemedabad

The Association of Occupational Therapists (AOT), a State 
Branch of the AIOTA, had successfully conducted a two-
days’ E-conference with the title ”Interdisciplinary Approach 
of Occupational Therapy in COVID-19” on 18th & 19th July, 
2020 with 185 registered participants. 

The pre-conference webinar on ‘Splinting’ (Klinert’s Splint) 
was also arranged on 18th July by Dr. Deepak Ganjiwale. 
This was attended by 88 participants (OT professionals and 
students) across the nation. The talks on various areas of 
occupational therapy intervention during COVID pandemic 
were delivered by the eminent experts Dr. S. R. Apte, Mrs. 
Jaishree Ganjiwale, Dr. Hiral Khatri, Dr. Veena Ramnani, Dr. 

Santosh, Dr. Titiksh Verma, Dr. Anu Yadav, Dr. Hetal Tripathi 
and others. Under the competitive category 15 posters were 
displayed by the undergraduate students of occupational 
therapy colleges from all over India. The event was conducted 
on single meeting ID on Cisco WebEx meeting application 
under the leadership of Dr. Deepak Ganjiwale, President/
Convener, AOT Gujarat. 

Webinars Organised by Sri Ramachandra 
University, Chennai in Collaboration With 
Tamil Nadu Branch of Aiota

12th March, 2020: Students of Department of Occupational 
Therapy at Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and 
Research, Chennai have made an exemplary record by writing 
on different perspectives of OT under the theme ‘Marvels of 
Occupational Therapy’ in 37 minutes and 12 seconds to publish the 
articles/book with an aim to create awareness and significance of 
OT for all ages of people. The students were honored for inclusion 
of their performance in the Kalam’s Book of World Record. 

Department of Occupational Therapy, Sri Ramachandra 
Institute of Higher Education and Research in collaboration 
with  Tamilnadu branch of AIOTA organised the following 
webinars under the leadership Dr. Raghuram, Head of the 
Department and Convener of the TN AIOTA.

13th June, 2020: “The First 1000 days of our Lives - From 
Babies’ Perspective”. Dr. Kannan Natchimuthu, Senior 
Neonatal/Paediatric Occupational Therapist, Cork University 
Maternity Hospital, Ireland was the resource faculty. (Number 
of Participants: 228).

27th June, 2020: “Developmental Coordination Disorder 
- A Hidden Disability”. Dr. Bharath Senthivinayagam, 
Government Health Service, HSE, Ireland was the resource 
faculty. (Number of Participants: 376).

4th July, 2020: “Promoting Low Vision Rehabilitation: OT 
Perspective”. Dr. Jeyachandran Vetrayan, Faculty (OT), 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia was the resource speaker. (Number of 
Participants: 279).

11th July, 2020: “Home Accessibility Assessment and 
Recommendation for Safety in Adults “. Dr. Indra Suresh Babu, 
Occupational Therapist, HMC, Qatar was the guest speaker. 
(Number of Participants: 228).

July 22, 2020: “Back Care in the Work Places”. Dr. D. Sridhar, 
Assistant Professor, MCHP, MAHE, Manipal University was 
the resource faculty. (Number of Participants: 247).

Web Course on Ergonomics: Office, Hospital & 
School

The Academic Council of Occupational Therapy (ACOT) has 
successfully conducted the AIOTA’s three days web course on 
‘Ergonomics: Office, Hospital & School’ with the resource 
faculty Dr. Amol Sangekar, Occupational Therapist & Certified 
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poster and social media images are available on the WFOT 
website https://www.wfot.org/resources. Further resources will 
be added during the coming weeks. 

As in past years, the members, Branches and Institutions are 
hereby requested to enthusiastically celebrate the AIOTA’s 
OTIndia Month 2020 from 27th October to 26th November, 
2020. The celebration in India should focus on valued 
contribution of OT in re-building of life and fostering well-
being & interpersonal connections, which is grossly affected 
due to occupational disruption following COVID-19 pandemic.

E-Scientia on ‘Reimagine Doing: Innovations in 
Occupational Therapy’
(Oct.27-28, 2020)

 To commemorate the World OT Day (Oct. 27) and AIOTA’s 
OTIndia Month-2020 (Oct. 27-Nov. 26), UP Branch of AIOTA 
& Academic Council of OT in collaboration with Santosh 
OT College, Santosh University, Ghaziabad is organising 
E-Scientia on  27-28 October 2020 with no Registration Fee. It 
is likely to be attended by 600+ participants from Occupational 
therapy, medical and Allied Healthcare areas. 

The Theme of this e-event is ‘Reimagine Doing: Innovations 
in Occupational Therapy’. Dr. Nathan Vyatlingam (Malaysia), 
Dr. Harsh Vardhan (New Zealand), Dr. Shovan Saha (Manipal), 
Dr. Raviraj Shettty, Dr. Manjusha Wagal, Dr. Priya Tawde & 
Dr. Pratibha Vaidya (Mumbai) Dr. Manish Samnani (Gurugram) 
and Dr. Neeraj Mishra (Davangere) are the resource faculties 
on various areas of post pandemic occupational therapy 
intervention. Dr. Jyothika Bijlani-Dean ACOT is Principal 
Coordinator and Dr. Shivani Bharadwaj, Asst. Prof. Santosh 
OT College; Ghaziabad is Organising Convener of E-Scientia.

WFOT: E-Vote Council Meeting

COVID-19 pandemic continues to escalate in many parts 
of the world and it is unlikely that it will be eliminated by 
August 2020. Following careful consideration of different 
options and possibilities, the WFOT Executive proposed that 
the WFOT Council Meeting should be further postponed to 
January/February 2021. WFOT Full Member  organisations 
were requested to e-vote on the motion to this effect.

Motion

‘To move the date of the WFOT Council Meeting from August 
2020 to an alternate date in early 2021’.

Moved: Marilyn Pattison, President

Seconded: Margarita Gonzalez, Vice President
The motion is carried

ICHA Mitra Project Implementation

The Indian Council of Healthcare Accreditation’s ICHA 
Mitra project is an initiative to help the Corona Warriors 

Ergonomist from Mumbai. The web course is dispersed into 
two modules: 

1st & 2nd August, 2020 Module 1 (Office Ergonomics)

8th August, 2020 Module 2 (Hospital & School Ergonomics)

After the successful completion of the modules, participants 
were provided certification with 3 credit units (CEU’s). 
Dr. Jyothika N Bijalani, Dean, ACOT and Dr. Joseph Sunny, 
Secretary, AIOTA organised the program under the leadership 
of the President, AIOTA.

SRM OT Alumni Webinar Series - 50
SRM College of Occupational Therapy, Chennai conducted the 
OT Alumni webinar series 2020 during the Covid-19 pandemic 
exclusively for its alumni’s and students to enlighten and enrich 
them during this lockdown. The webinar series was started on 24th 
July 2020 and continued till 12th September 2020 with an overall 
of 50 consecutive webinars in various disciplines of occupational 
therapy. The webinar series was conducted in the zoom meeting 
every evening from 6.30 and lasted for nearly 3 hours with 300 
participants from SRM family. 53 speakers including resource 
persons from different countries such as UK, USA, UAE, 
Australia, Canada, Doha and Africa shared their expertise. 
Pro Vice Chancellor, Medical and Health Sciences, SRMIST, 
President and Honarary secretary of AIOTA participated in the 
valedictory function on 12th September 2020 and appreciated the 
efforts of Dr. Ganapathy Sankar U, Dean of the College.

Web Course on Research Method and Scientific 
Writing

The Indian Journal of Occupational Therapy under the aegis of 
Academic Council of Occupational Therapy organised a course 
on Research Method and Scientific Writing from 2nd October 
to 4th October 2020. Dr. Lakshmanan Sethuraman, Executive 
Editor, Dr. Kamal N Arya, Dr. U Ganapathy Sankar, Associate 
editors of the journal, Dr. Sureshkumar K, Editorial Board 
Member, Dr. Christopher V Amalraj enriched the participants 
with their expertise. 25 Participants registered for the program 
and certified with 2 CEUs after the completion of the course.

World Occupational Therapy Day & Aiota’s 
Otindia Month 2020
The World Federation of Occupational Therapists 
(WFOT) has launched its promotional materials for  the 
World Occupational Therapy Day  that will take place on 
the 27th October 2020.

The theme for this year’s World OT Day is “REIMAGINE 
DOING”.  In this unprecedented year of uncertainty and 
change, WFOT is celebrating the expertise of occupational 
therapy for reimagining participation in occupations that 
provide value and meaning to everyday life. Promotional 
materials including the World Occupational Therapy Day logo, 
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News and Information

- From Fear to Care. The AIOTA is founder member 
organization of ICHA. It aims to generate a city wise and 
region wise database of volunteers/nodal coordinators who 
would be able to render help to any Corona Warrior seeking 
help and support. The on ground working of ICHA Mitra 
project is specified as below:
•	 The request for support/help  received  from Corona 

Warriors will  be redirected to the respective city/
area  nodal coordinator. (S)he in turn, through a local 
WhatsApp group or other such means redirect to 
the registered volunteers or assign the issue to a particular 
volunteer on phone.

•	 The volunteer after determining the veracity of issue 
received will start resolving the issue on phone or 
escalation to appropriate levels: Regional/State/National 
level. This will be done in a time bound manner with 
information to ICHA Team.

•	  An online briefing / training will be done to equip the 
volunteers and clear all doubts.

•	 The entire records and summary  will  be visible on 
a dashboard on the platform  and the progress of 
each submission will be continuously monitored by 
the ICHA Team.

•	 This will be a yeoman service to our COVID warriors 
and build a credible connect amongst them from fear 
to care and a feeling that they have support  to bank 
upon ICHA being “Main Hoon Na”.

The link to enroll as volunteers from the AIOTA for this project 
is: https://www.icha.in/mitra/

For more information write to National Task Force  ntf@
icha.in 

Online Election of Tamil Nadu Branch of Aiota

AIOTA conducted the branch election for the first time 
by online mode. On recommendation  of  Dr. Amitabh 
K. Dwivedi, Coordinator  AIOTA Branches, President 
AIOTA nominated Dr. Neeraj Mishra as Election Officer 
to conduct online TNAIOTA Election  in consultation 
and  coordination with Chairman AIOTA Election: 
Dr. Lakshmanan Sethuraman and Coordinator AIOTA 
Branches Dr. Amitabh K. Dwivedi. The Election process 
was started on 16th July 2020 and the newly elected EC, Dr. 
Raghuram P, Convener and his team tookover the charges 
from 16th August 2020. The tenure of the elected EC will 
be till 31st March 2024.

Public Statement by World Occupational 
Therapists Association May 2020
A public statement on “Occupational Therapy and Rehabilitation 
of People Affected by COVID-19” was released on 25th May, 
2020 by WFOT. The statement is available in English, French, 
German, Portuguese and Spanish languages. The statement is 
available at the link: 

https://www.wfot.org/news/2020/wfot-public-statement-
occupational-therapy-and-rehabilitation-of-people-affected-
by-the-covid-19-pandemic 

Virtual OTICON’2021
March 6-7 2021

It will be for the first-time that AIOTA Conference will be 
held virtually. The 58th Annual National Conference of All 
India Occupational Therapists’ Association is being organised 
as e-Conference on March 6 & 7, 2021 with national and 
international participation. The theme of the conference 
chosen is ‘Responding to Challenges in Pandemic: Exploring 
New Horizons in Occupational Therapy’. The conference will 
also have challenging scope of Students’ exciting cultural 
events.

Dean ACOT, Dr. Jyothika Bijlani is the Organising Secretary 
and Executive Editor, IJOT, Dr.Lakshmanan Sethuraman is 
Chairman, Scientific Program of OTICON 2021. Kindly visit 
AIOTA website for further information on Registration and 
abstract submission.

Toll-Free Helpline Numbers for Persons With 
Disabilities by Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment, Department of Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities, Government of India
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National Headquarter : 801, 8th Floor, Business Bay, Kamdhenu Realities, Above NISSAN Showroom, Plot No. 51, Sector No. 1, Nerul,  Navi Mumbai - 400706, Maharashtra, India 
Telephone No.: +91-22-27701801
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•	Submission of new articles with images
•	Submission of revised articles
•	Checking of proofs
•	Track the progress of article until published

Advantages

•	Any-time, any-where access
•	Faster review
•	Cost saving on postage
•	No need for hard-copy submission
•	Ability to track the progress
•	Ease of contacting the journal

Requirements for usage

•	Computer and internet connection
•	Web-browser (Latest versions - IE,  

Chrome, Safari, FireFox, Opera)
•	Cookies and javascript to be enabled in 

web-browser
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etc. 
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Help
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•	In case of any difficulty contact the editor

1 Registration
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author (Signup as author)
•	Two-step self-explanatory process
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•	Follow the steps (guidelines provided while submitting the 
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3 Tracking the progress
•	Login as an author
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•	More details can be obtained by clicking on the ManuscriptID
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4 Submitting a revised article
• Login as an author
•	On the main page click on ‘Articles for Revision’
•	Click on the link "Click here to revise your article" against the 

required manuscript ID
•	Follow the steps (guidelines provided while revising the article)
•	Include the reviewers’ comments along with the point to point 

clarifications at the beginning of the revised article file. 
•	Do not include authors’ name in the article file. 
•	Upload the revised article file against New Article File - 

Browse, choose your file and then click “Upload” OR Click 
“Finish”

•	On completion of revision process you will be able to check the 
latest file uploaded from Article Cycle (In Review Articles-> 
Click on manuscript id -> Latest file will have a number  
with ‘R’, for example XXXX_100_15R3.docx)
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